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more mortified, more subdued, and apparently more
broken in spirit. They submit with sad civility to the
extortions of the Prussians and the Kussians, and avenge
themselves at the expense of the English, whom they
charge three prices for everything, because they are the
only people who pay at all. They are in the right, how-
ever, to enforce discipline and good order, which not only
maintains the national character in the mean time, but
will prevent the army from suffering by habits of indul-
gence. I question if the Prussians will soon regain their
discipline and habits of hardihood. At present their
powers of eating and drinking, which are really some-
thing preternatural, are exerted to the very utmost. A
thin Prussian boy, whom I sometimes see, eats in one day
as much as three English ploughmen. At daybreak he
roars for chocolate and eggs; about nine he breakfasts
more solemnly, a la fourcJiette, when, besides all the
usual apparatus of an English dejeuner•, he eats a world
of cutlets, oysters, fruit, etc., and drinks a glass of
brandy and a bottle of champagne. His dinner might
serve Garagantua, at which he gets himself about three
parts drunk — a circumstance which does not prevent the
charge upon cold meat, with tea and chocolate, about six
o'clock; and concluding the whole with an immense
supper. Positively the appetite of this lad reminds one
of the Eastern tale of a man taken out of the sea by a
ship's crew, who, in return, ate up all the provisions of
the vessel. He was, I think, flown away with by a roc;
but from what quarter of the heavens the French are to
look for deliverance from these devourers, I cannot pre-
sume to guess.
The needless wreck and ruin which they make in the
houses adds much to the inconvenience of their presence,
Most of the chateaux, where the Prussians are quartered,
are what is technically called rumped, that is to say,
plundered out and out. In the fine chateau of Mont-
morency, for instance, the most splendid apartments,

